press release
GrandVision announces acquisition of
online optical retailer Charlie Temple
Schiphol, the Netherlands – 28 January 2019. Today GrandVision N.V. announced that it acquired 100%
of Charlie Temple, the leading online optical retailer in the Benelux. Charlie Temple, which started
operating in 2016, has grown to become the leading online spectacles retailer in the Netherlands and
Belgium. Its business model focuses on offering quality spectacles with single vision and multifocal lenses
at competitive prices and next-day delivery.
Charlie Temple will continue to operate as an independent brand while benefiting from the local and
global synergies GrandVision can contribute to its business. Charlie Temple’s management team will
remain unchanged, headed by founder and CEO Leon Planken. The financial terms of this transaction have
not been disclosed.
"We are very pleased to team up with Charlie Temple, an exciting and innovative player in the online
spectacles segment" said Stephan Borchert, GrandVision’s CEO. "This acquisition is an important step in
our digital roadmap and will enable us to build a stronger presence in this segment of the online market at
a much faster pace. Charlie Temple is a logical and highly compatible addition to our existing business in
the Benelux and will serve as a platform for international expansion in the pureplay online spectacles
segment. Charlie Temple fits perfectly in our commercial strategy of providing high quality eyewear at
affordable prices."
"We are excited to have found a great partner for Charlie Temple in GrandVision, the leading global optical
retailer," added Leon Planken, Charlie Temple’s CEO. "The support of an international organization will
allow Charlie Temple to accelerate its growth. At the same time, Charlie Temple will continue its business
as an independent brand, executing on its existing strategy and preserving its own identity."

About GrandVision
GrandVision is a global leader in optical retailing and delivers high quality and affordable eye care to more and more
customers around the world. The high quality eye care offered by GrandVision includes a wide range of services provided
by its vision experts, prescription glasses including frames and lenses, contact lenses and contact lens care products, and
sunglasses both plain and with prescription lenses. These products are offered through leading optical retail banners
which operate in more than 40 countries across Europe, the Americas, the Middle East and Asia. GrandVision serves its
customers in approximately 7,000 stores and with more than 36,000 employees which are proving every day that in EYE
CARE, WE CARE MORE. For more information, please visit www.grandvision.com.

Media and Investor Contact
GrandVision N.V.
Thelke Gerdes
Investor Relations Director
Phone: +31 88 887 0227
E-mail: thelke.gerdes@grandvision.com

GrandVision N.V.
The Base, Tower C, 6th Floor, Evert van de Beekstraat 1-80, 1118 CL Schiphol

Chamber of Commerce 50.33.82.69

PO Box 75806, 1118 ZZ Schiphol, The Netherlands

VAT number NL 8226.78.391 B01

W www.grandvision.com

T +31 88 887 0100

1

